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Thank you

Very pleased to be able to be here. 
The Big Lottery played a crucial role in the development of CPAG in Scotland since 1999. Your funding over our first six years allowed us to employ a welfare rights worker and part time administrator to support the capacity of frontline agencies by using CPAG expertise to deliver second tier advice training and info. That funding and initially l modest training programme a advice line service, enabled us to lever ina ditional resources and, responding to positive feedback and evaluation,  we now have 6 WR workers providing expert advice etc on the complexx interaction of benefits and tax credits support with devolved sources of financial support with specialist focus on disabled children, children living away from home, children in BME communities and families where parents and young people are wanting to students or wnating to enter Fand H education

But that rights work is only a part of what we do- our fundamental purpose is to bring about the policy changes needed to end child poverty.

The challenege ahead for us as an organisation is to devlop our policy abd campaigning impact so as to make best use of our expertise to not only alleviate, but to end child poverty.
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e Setting the scene
— Levels of child poverty
— Commitments to eradicate child poverty
— Progress?
— Impact of poverty on children
— Children at greatest risk

e \What needs done: a manifesto for success

* Housing policy and child poverty
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Thanks very much for the opportunity to speak today. Having spent many years working as a volunteer and paid worker in th hoelssmes field it is nice on one level to be back at a homelessness event, but also dstressing that so many of the issues remain the same and that so many families and children still face the insecurity, uncertainty and damage that homelessness causes.

Since moving out of the housing and homelessness field I have been heading up the Child poverty action Group in Scotland and I have been asked to set the scene on child poverty this morning – to outline the level of child poverty that still exisits in Scotland today, the commitments that have been made to eradicate that poverty, the impact poverty has on children across Scotland and the groups of children that are most vulnerable to that poverty.

But I also want to outline what is needed to genuinely eradicate child poverty from across Scotland, and across the UK, with particular refrence to the housing policy changes that are needed if that goal of a society free of child poverty is to be reached. 
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e “Qur historic aim, that ours is the first generation to
end child poverty forever ...It's a 20-year mission,

but | believe it can be done”
Tony Blair, March 1999

e Targets to reduce child poverty by one quarter by 2004-05...by half

by 2010...and eradicate it by 2020

 “We have made clear our commitment...to doing all within the
powers available to us to help achieve the milestone to halve child

poverty by 2010...and eradicating child poverty by 2020”
Scottish Government, January 2008
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And it was ten year ago last week that that goal to end child poverty was actually made a matter of government policy. 
Ten years since Tony balir made the historic pledge to eradicate child poverty within a generation. 
The historic nature of that promise should not be underestimated. Government in the UK has not always even acknowledged the existance of child poverty in our society, never set it itself the goal to eradicate it. 
And that promise by Tony Blairs has been backed up by clear targets and mechanisms to measure progress. Measures to judge progress against targets Targets to reduce child poverty by one quarter by 2004-05...by half by 2010…and to eradicate it by 2020. 
And that UK promise has been backed up by government in Scotland with clear our commitment…to doing all within the powers available to us to help achieve the milestone to halve child poverty by 2010…and eradicating child poverty by 2020” and more recently by inceasing regonition by local government and its partners of the important role they have to play in bringing about real change.




Ten Years On

250 000 children living in poverty (1in4)(ahc)
(across UK 1 in 3, 3.9 million children)

twice 1979 rate

over twice rate of many other European countries
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children still at greater risk than population as a whole

Key measure of poverty - below 60% median income,
measured both before and after costs taken into account

Less than £312 a week for a couple with two children
after housing costs (£231 for a lone parent with two

children)
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So ten years on form that historic pledge where are we. The harsh reality is that 250 00 children across Scotland (that one in four of our children) still officially recognised as living in poverty – across the UK nearly 4 million across the UK as a whole

Key point is that the levels of child poverty are unusually high – in historical terms, in comparison woith other europaean countries and in relation to the population as a whole. 

The fact that child poverty has been much lower in Britain in the past and across Eurpe in the present  shows there is notthing aboslutely  inevitable about these levels of poverty 

These levesl of child poverty realte to the partcular economic and social policy decisions that have been made in our country. The choice to accept  huge inequality and discrimination in the labour market, choices to have a tax system that levaes the poorest households pay a higher proportion of their income in taxes than the richest households and choices that leave us with a a woefully inadequate benefits and tax credits system that fails to protect families from such inequality. 

The key measure used to count the number of children living in poverty is a relative income one one – it looks at at the number of households with incomes of less than 60% of median income, adjusted for family size. 

Thats living on less than 60% of the middle income if all household incomes were plotted oin a graph. Its not the same as 60% of average or meean income as it is not skewed by a very few very high or low incomes. 

And it transaltes into a  Couple with two children (aged 5 and 14) living on less than £312 after paying for their rent or mortgage and £231 for a Lone parent with two children. Thats less than £11 a day for each member of the family to cover everything from food and fuel bills, bus fares, clothes and shoes, day to day household goods, never mind school trips and activities, family outings or celebartions.


Source[i]
�[i] Unless otherwise stated figures are after housing costs and come from the Department for Work and Pensions, Households Below Average Income (HBAI) An analysis of the income distribution 1994/05-2006/07, National Statistics. Details of how income poverty is estimated are explained at www.cpag.org.uk/XXXX.







Our place In Europe
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This grah illustartes just how much worse our child poverty record is compared to other European counries and in particular our Nordic neighbours. But it also flags up that unlike many EU countries levels of poverty are coming down.
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Policy works: first target to reduce child poverty by a
quarter by 2004-05 met in Scotland (though not in UK)

- over 80 000 children lifted out of poverty in Scotland

- Child benefit, tax credits, advice and information, increasing
parental employment, improving earnings from
employment

Subject on political agenda across political parties and at
different levels of government

but child poverty in UK increased by 200,000 children in
2005-07, and standstill in Scotland

Not on track to meet the target for 2010 without extra
Investment — 2009 Budget last chance
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Key Policy measures to improve incomes:
Investment in family incomes (tax credits, child benefit) and in Scotland take up and advice and information
Increasing parental employment (W2W, Working for Families, improved rights at work)
Improving earnings from employment (NMW, skills)
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UK Child Poverty trends
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Impact of Child Poverty
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By age 3, children in poverty 9 months behind in ‘school

readiness’

birth-weight — children born in the poorest fifth of areas

average weigh 200g less than richest fifth

cost to society — estimate at £1.5 - £1.75 billion
(Scotland alone — £25billion across the UK),

also loss of social cohesion/wellbeing.
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But what does this all actually mean for children – how do these garphs, statistics and targets and measures play out in the lives of children and families

Whilst the key measure of child poverty is a relative income measure the impact of having an income so far below the norm in our society is absolute for our children. Absolute in terms of higher risk of ill health, a fare reduced life expectancy (calton 54/lenzie82), educational underachievement, and not to mention the stress and stigma that goes with struggling to get by on a daily basis, struggling to fully participate at school or with your friends when money is always tight and parents struggling with debt.

But there is also a massive impact on our society as a whole, both finacial estimated at over £1.5 billion in Scotland alone in additional social expenditure, trying to pick up the pieces and in tax revenue lost as a result of the higher levels of unemployment and low pay likely to be experienced by those growing up in poverty.

But also a perhaps less quantifiable loss of social cohesion and wellbeing. Increasing amount of evidence that leaving such a large proprtion of our children so far behing the social norm reduces all of our wellbeing, all of our happiness.

 





Impact of Child Poverty
— material deprivation

Keep house warm

Replace broken electrical
goods

Go to a playgroup at least
once aweek

Go on school trip at least
once aterm

Have friends round for tea [

or a snack

At least one week's holiday
away from home

Leisure equipment

0 10 20 30 40 50
% of richest fifth of children (blue) and poorest fifth of children (burgundy)
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And it is possible to quantify that impact in terms of the material deprivation it generates for children and their families.

This graph shows 

Growing up in poverty matters. It excludes children, hurts them and damages them.

And all this despite parent doing everyhting they possibly can to protect children from poverty. Levels of parent deprovation are higher on the poorest fifth, and as incomes increase it is child deprivation that is reduced firt.


At Greatest Risk
— children most vulnerable

Composition (% of all

children in

Risk (%) poverty)
Lone parent 52 42
Couple with children 23 58
One or more parent in work 22 59
Workless households 81 41
Large families (3+ children) 42 40
Affected by disability of family member 38 28
Not affected by disability of family member 28 72
White children 27 79
Pakistani and Bangladeshi children 63 8
Home owners 17 37
Social rented sector tenants 61 43
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And it damages some groups of children more than others. 

The first column in this table shows the risk of growing up in poverty for children in diferent types of families

But in seeking solutions also have to remember the risk rate of an individual child of being in poverty is diffreen from the proportion any one group makes up of all those in poverty. 

So whilst. 



What's needed?
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Protect jobs

Mend the benefit and tax credit safety net
Move away from means test

Remove barriers to work

Stop in work poverty

A child first strategy for childcare

End the classroom divide

Fair public services for those that need them most

End poverty premiums in taxes and services
Ensure a decent home for every family
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So having looked at the level of child poverty still existing in Scotland, the devastating impact that poverty has on children, the commitments made to eradicate it and the limited progress to date I now want to turn to discussing what we at CPAG belive is needed to genuinely end child poverty once and for all. Last week we marked the tenth anniversary of the Blair pledge by publishing our manifesto Ending Child Poverty: a manifesto for success. In it we outline ten steps, ten areas of action htat government at all levels need to address if that promise is to be kept.

First, as the recssion bites Governement’s need to Protect jobs. Even though most child poverty is in working families a parent losing their job is a fast track to poverty or even deeper poverty. Boosting benefits and tax credits and putting cash into the pockets of those most hard pressed is an efficient way of stimulating the economy, boosting  local businesses and protecting jobs. An argument, as Save the Children comparative research has shown has been understood by most of the G8 countries including the US but yet to be won here in the UK. 

Secondly, we need to mend the benefits and tax credits safety net that leaves so many children in poverty whether their parents are in or out of work. Current benefit levels leave families way way below the poverty line. An immediate boost in child tax credits and child benefit of at least £3billion pound in the coming budget is needed to hit the 2010 target to end child poverty. At the same time the UK government needs to fundamentally review its approach to welafre reform, stop penalising those looking to the benefot system in time of need and address the hopeless inadequacy of currrent benefit rates rather than incerasing the conditions and hoops vulnerable claimants have to jump through to claim already meagre benefit levels.

Third we also need to Move away from means testing to the extent we curently do The UK makes heavy use of means tested policies to support need, but programmes like the tax credits or income support are complex, error prone and often families do not receive their entitlements; by contrast child benefit is a simple, well administered, effective and popular. More support needs to be channelled through chidl benefit and other non-means tested benefits. 
 
Fourth we need to remove barriers to work Both at a time of recession and when many people who are able to work find it difficult to do so because of weak support services (such as childcare) or discrimination, more needs to be done to help people into decent jobs. 

Fifth More than half of poor children have a parent in paid work, both because parents too ofetn cannot work a sufficient number of hours to lift the family out of poverty, and because of low levels of pay especially for women and for part-time workers. If employment is to be a key route out of poverty, it needs to be better paid for the poorest families. 

Sixth we need to see A child first strategy for childcare, Childcare that is accessible, affordable, flexible and meets the childrens development needs and wellbeing, as well as policy goals to increase parental employment

Seventh we need to end End the classroom divide that see children gowing up in poverty falling furthre and further behind as they progress through school. That means for example building on the Scottish Governments groundbreaking free school meals policy to remove the other financial barriers that prevent children getting the most of the school day, makes them feel diffrenet and excluded and stops them taking part in all school activities and learining experiences.

Eightht we need Fair public services for those that need them most
End poverty premiums in taxes and services
Ensure a decent home for every family



Political will – already built degree of political concensus, public outrage at 10p tax issue, concern over impact of rising fuel and food costs
Ensure that the rhetoric at Uk and Scotland level is matched by the tough choices and investment needed

Employment – need to see muc greater focus on tackling the discriination, low pay and insecurity that undermines, and less on the big stick approach to pusing prents into work 

Value work – not just paid work – child-careing and other caring responsibilities – 

That needs adequate tax and benefit safety net

But also fairer taxation – in Scotland particular need to ensure any changes to local taxation are genuinly progressive and at same time bring in the resources needed to deliver the service families need to rptect from poverty

Finally a key focus for ourselves and others in the ECP is to mobilise for October 4th

John
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The Problem

Poor quality housing:

« Damages health

e Undermines education

* Increases fuel poverty

High housing costs:

« Impact heavily on families and sap disposable incomes

o After housing costs are taken into account child poverty
rises by a million (across UK )

* 15% non-pensioner households don’t get HB entitled too
e Impact of 65% HB taper undermines gains from work
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Towards some solutions

Build more homes

Houses for children — safe, spacious, energy efficient,
with access to play

Build on Energy Assistance Package to tackle fuel
poverty

Reverse decision to time limit mortgage interest
payments in new claims for JSA

HB — maximise take up, improve admin, extend run on to
six months, examine fixed awards; reduce high marginal
deduction rates.

Scrap proposals to cap the maximum number of rooms
for a HB claim.
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Political will – already built degree of political concensus, public outrage at 10p tax issue, concern over impact of rising fuel and food costs
Ensure that the rhetoric at Uk and Scotland level is matched by the tough choices and investment needed

Employment – need to see muc greater focus on tackling the discriination, low pay and insecurity that undermines, and less on the big stick approach to pusing prents into work 

Value work – not just paid work – child-careing and other caring responsibilities – 

That needs adequate tax and benefit safety net

But also fairer taxation – in Scotland particular need to ensure any changes to local taxation are genuinly progressive and at same time bring in the resources needed to deliver the service families need to rptect from poverty

Finally a key focus for ourselves and others in the ECP is to mobilise for October 4th

John
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